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‘GASPE- OF YESTERDAY

VOLUME I

FOREWORD

In introduction to "THE BOOK OF EBENEZER LE PAGE",
G.B. Edward’s unusual and interesting story of the Island of
Guernsey, John Fowles has given a penetrating and pertinent
comment on the gap that exists between our medern age of the
20th century and the past. He stated, in part: -

i "We are.still too close to it to realize
what an astounding and unprecedented change.,
unprecedented both in its extent and its '
speed, has taken place in the psyche of
Western mankind... In very many wayS...
the 19th century remained closer to the
17th than our own... It is almost as &f...
we left the old planet and found a new and
we are all...still victims of that profound
shock. |
We have at least realized we made a very
clumsy landing on our new planet, and also
‘left a number of things behind on the old
that we might have done better te bring
with uss.,. qualities of fierce independence,
toughness of sparit, patience gnﬁ courage,
the ability to cope and make d0..."

This first volume of GASPE OF YESTERDAY brings
together a number of issues of a series submitted for
publication in the Gaspesian newspaper, SPEC. These issues.
reflect my deep desire to recapture -and record some .aspects.
of the Gaspesian heritage. The sweep of time involved is so
vast as to pose great challenge for such a project. No lgss
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than 450 years have passed since Jacques Cartier raised the Cross
g;bﬁme gzxd,gaoo years have gone by:since-the distressed Lcy’allsts
A,,gamggtqisatﬂe or Gaspegsian- -Shores. The ‘citizen of today in “the
l;;,gtr:egt Qpﬂaape with‘'ageess :$p the modern marvels of techriology
__”HW;.JGVQ%Q fruly, on .a "new planet" in comparison with that "old '
&%PJ!%? s_'L;)‘L_ba',l:_.zvl‘_a:;.sJa___nc,t=.t,3't;o;1:’;sl «<¥aimed, settled and developed. Yé't,
- %ﬁp;‘bp the long span of time, there has never been a period -
when «the qualities referred to in the above quotation from John
;£9W§:__Jyare more psriinent and needed.. dLan

%+ ®ET08% i | In Such mMeasuré that an awareness and appreciatlén
of tiie: pemmalt‘ties and evefits: of thHe past influence the future.
40 1k 4 hoped that this volume of GASPE OF YESTERDAY will mak‘é“?
e pdntributioh t&an mdersm&’ing‘ of the Gaspesian her:.tage. i
atnedelddes dspen” B10 ot 1l s 5% '
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Allowing for a normal degree of-sentiment and nos;algia,
it is nonetheless m;deniable that, Gaspesia exercises a unique and
'ﬁSr%asivﬂep mﬁue;'x::; on :.ta nat;.ve sons and daughters. Though .many
o t&bm ﬂ.va far":ffom Easpes:l.a in other parts of Canada, the,.,
United" Sta%g?;;é begondl, the mystzque of the land of their.birth
%ﬁég‘iﬁtﬁ%ﬁeig ﬁg}af-fbs(and minds. This heritage is a blend of . the
%&Qﬁ&‘éﬁvggﬁ;gz& f‘.’actors 't:ha.t characterize Gaspesia. For the
Dls%ﬁc%‘wz‘%assg 13 distmct and dlgferent among the regi\ons of

TRG8EE " Wadhed by “the wide ,waters of the Gulf of St.Lawrenge,and
53%5&!31‘ &gorgér;éi by a magnlficent coast-line of .'Ln:IE'J,nJ.:!:c-.FM
vaﬁgfﬁmﬁ‘a#e 5& b:g'y'lfovely rivers and Dbacked by the highest and

im&% Fﬁ‘ﬁg mountz s east of 'l:ha Rockz.es. the peninsula of@a.spe

M 13?01.‘ its natural beauty and the variety of its-
sc&h r?* m&rﬁ ?ef ;é.y Mder Gagﬁéslans retain a llnk u;,th

this scenic, sea-washed homeland. i

Faid RegnellEn aede Dyl i 0N

Bl e oD cate at' i the seaward entrance to the mlghty S‘t

Tiaviaren der, Wa ‘was' the landfall for “the earliest Europeah

SeAMMT tha ® damey Wb; Canadd.” Tis Shores may well have witriessbi’

the Isipbiai the: Wikings ‘from Tceland ‘and Greenland circa 1080°

AIDY Bapdy BaéGde Whalehs and Tisherimen were on its coastd, “in

-gpalonit flor decade’ prior: to the landing of Jacques Cartier-at’

Gaspévimul 534 Breton and Norwar¥fishermen’and: traders. knew Percé
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«tglWith its distinctive pierced rock &§5¢4 wetéome " lar'idi'eiﬁﬁftef'
. their perilous Atlantic crossing and.ifwds frod *thé shbregﬁbf
Gaspesla that they exploited the @fich fishery ¢¥ “the @ulf “and
Bay Chaleur. The Goverrors of Néw: Frahte ‘were aware?of tHe ‘edomonic
. and strategic importanc¢e of Gaspé ieveri though “tﬁey‘hegleé”%d‘%the
region so distant from:Quebec. Its-lands wet'e granfed ﬂ‘x iﬁéf‘ and
~8eigniory and its fine ‘harbours served ‘as pot‘ts-rof-sal*ﬁ. t‘d’i""m
shipping inbound from and ‘outbound: tc France. In the d‘mﬁfséﬁ ’o‘f
time the roar of naval guns would echo from Gaspesian shores as
first the Huguenot seamen -and later the British Royal Navy
battled the French for controg, of the: St.Lawrence: and- Queebeq“..é In.
17;8 Gaspe Bay served as the naval; and military hase: Fham whith
the forces of General James Wolfe reduced the French settlements
in Bay Chaleur and the Gulf prior to the conquest of New France
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R -al?,:___‘l_?ﬁ-éo' Ca . ABEREE *s:."i.: ‘;ﬁfﬁ%ééé’
s P && 3.1 g' nq ’r 1_‘_.
DILR @i L The settlement of the shores of 58.593” M;f{ﬁg@g%

V"5gnd“varied. The native people, the Micmg.c ‘I_ isng #}@d contagt
on“a seasonal basis with Basque and Pren_.cg fher?e Ehfﬁﬁ# g
dispossessed Acadians found reﬁzge‘sgd neﬁ ﬁomes on g} sh gw
‘They were joined, later, by’ the equally dispossesse {r;;oy %?‘@.

. fleemg the excesses of the Amer:.can Revolu*pipn. r§e§°hﬂ§§i'§is
‘séamien and fishermen of the Channel Isfends - Jeism&n &%irgsey -
“'dame” *t:o exploit the rich fisherles a.na contr:i‘guteﬂ &g&pimgt
séttlement. Some of the fishermen from 'l',he olc}g M‘wﬁﬁaw?grﬁw

i ““‘pari’shes remained to settle. Prince Edward‘ ;sla%%m@% yw.’nchl
régi‘on of New Brunswick coni:rlbuted settlers s}f E%i%%m %!

Séoteh ancestry. Settlement of Irisl{ :E%nig&nw t%%ﬁ

‘midrdcosm of early Gsspes:.an society. Eerioueted (SIEVOE S48
«HIGE BED s

Our Gaspesian ancestors faced stern challenges that:
ca,lled forth great human resourqges qf scquragegaesSourcefulness, /
a.ng ‘cpleratlon. These remain as the greatgat femitage o0 Wbt |
dgs,pppdents. Long isolated .from pehters, of. pPPUlgtd e tradiess
a.su:l govermnent - with the .only praotical. dink ofirtrayel: awl wia
comm}n}:l._cstlon the sea, - Gaspesian settlemepds #réew Plawlsh bt s
\;ifcfg.?emarkable selfrsufficiency. While the men teiled aviahip-

. building, fishing, shaling, lumbering and  tradef, U Momerd fREE
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matched their men in their courage and devotion as homemakers.
Over the years the lure of Gaspesia has inspired artists,

writers and poets. Each has sought to express, in his or her
own way, the appeal of this rugged and fascinsting land. The

o’F “THE NOHTH, WHOSE DISTANT BORDERS LIE -
j THE MiGHTY RIVER AND THE SEA -
. OF vm';& Donmm WITHIN ITSELF,

L]
®

3 'm} on UNCEASINGI.Y g
& mm AND THE GRANDEUR

__ ""ucE-cLAD HILLS ON EITHER SIDE
P, UP AND FAR AWAY !




CAPE GASPE

WHERE THE MOUNTAINS MEET THE OPEN SEA



